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1. CALL TO ORDER: ITU President, Mr. Les McDonald called the 9th Congress to order at 

9:00 a.m., with sixty-five (65) national federations present: 

Algeria Denmark Israel Sierra Leone* 

Argentina Dominican Rep Italy Singapore 

Aruba El Salvador Jamaica Slovenia 

Australia Estonia Japan South Africa 

Austria Fiji Kazakhstan Spain 

Belgium Finland Korea St.Kitts & Nevis* 

Bermuda France Latvia Sweden 

Brazil Guam* Luxembourg Switzerland 

Bulgaria Germany Malaysia Tahiti 

Canada Great Britain Mexico Ukraine 

Chile Greece Netherlands USA 

China, P.R. Guatemala New Zealand Virgin Isles (US) 

Chinese Taipei Honduras Pakistan* Yugoslavia 

Colombia Hong Kong Philippines Zimbabwe 

Costa Rica Hungary Portugal  
Cuba India Puerto Rico  
Czech Republic Ireland Russia  

*provisional member with observer status. 

 

2. APPOINTMENT OF TELLERS: The following were appointed as tellers: 
• Mr. Henning Mueller, ITU Credentials Committee (GER) 

• Mr. Antonio Alvarez, ITU Credentials Committee (MEX) 

• Mr. Robert Massdijk, ITU Credentials Committee (NED) 
 

3. SPECIAL RESOLUTION: In order to comply with the agreement reached with the Court of 

Arbitration for Sport (Lausanne), the following resolution was presented to Congress as the 

first order of business: 

Moved Executive Board, seconded Bill Walker  (AUS):  Whereas  the Court  of 

Arbitration  for Sport (Lausanne), in a decision of August 22, 1996, has dismissed a request 

of USA Triathlon to rule on how Article 8.3 of the ITU Constitution should be interpreted, and 

whereas the Court of Arbitration for Sport invites ITU to put this question of interpretation of 

Article 8.3 of the ITU Constitution to the ITU Congress for a vote as the first point of the 

agenda, and to organise a secret ballot vote to settle this issue, i.e.,  “whether  a secret 

ballot vote must be organised if one affiliated NF requests or if a simple majority of affiliated 

NFs is necessary.“ Therefore be it resolved that a secret ballot vote be organised if a 

simple majority of affiliated NFs decides it is necessary. 

• Jaime Cadaval (MEX) translated the resolution into Spanish. 



THE RESOLUTION WAS CARRIED: 51 Yes, 8 No, 1 spoiled ballot 

 

4. REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE: Henning Mueller of the ITU Credentials 
Committee reported as follows: " 

 

a) National Federations affiliated to ITU: 61 votinq countries were present, 

which constituted a quorum: 

 

b) Executive Board Members present: 

Table Officers 

Mr. Les McDonald, President (CAN) 

Dr. Sarah Springman, Vice Pres. (GBR) 

Mr. Mark Sisson, Treasurer (USA) 

Mr. Phil Coles (IOC), Secretary General, (AUS) 

 

Reqrets were received from: 

Board  Members  

Mr. Phil Briars (NZL) 

Mr. Brian Hinton (AUS) 
Mr. Joao Calazans (BRA) 

Mr. Chiharu Igaya (IOC) (JPN) 

Mr. Didier Lehenaff (FRA) 

Mr. Kevin Net (RSA) 

• Honorary President, Mr. Gunnar Ericsson (IOC) (SWE) 

• Lise Jahnsen, ITU Women’s Executive Board Member (DEN) 

c) Council Representatives: 
(I) Representatives from the following standing committees were in attendance: 

• Technical Committee • Medical Committee 
• Women's Committee • Constitution Committee 
• Credentials Committee • Audit Committee  
• Duathlon Committee 

 

(ii) Representatives from the following commissions were in attendance: 

• Coaching and Youth • Marketing 

• Doping Control • Athletes 

 

(iii) The following Regional Representatives were present: 
• Asia: Mr. Rami Ramachandran (IND) 

• Europe: Ms Erika Koenig (AUT) 

• South America: Mr. Jorge Mejia (COL) 

• CA v Carib: Mr. Guillermo Saenz (CRC) 

• Oceania: Mr. Bill Walker (AUS) 

• Africa: Mr. Jingles Ferreira (RSA), in place of Cyril Cure (MRI) 

Reqrets were received from: 

• North America: Mr. Scott Zagarino (USA) 

 
(iv)  The following countries were admitted as provisional members with voice but no 

vote: 

• Antigua 

• Guam 

• Pakistan 

• Sierra Leone 
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• St. Kitts & Nevis 
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8. RESOLUTIONS FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD: 
 

Resolution1: Moved by the Executive Board, seconded: Rami Ramachandran, 
(IND): Be it resolved that this Congress be a closed meeting of: 
• Delegates representing National Federations (NFs) 
• Executive Board Members 
• Regional Representatives 
• Standing Committees 
• Invited guests 
• IOC members 
• World Cup organisers 
• ITU Commission members (Athletes, Coaching and Youth, Doping) 
• World Championship Local Organising Committee Members 
a) Mark Sisson, ITU Executive Board stated that this is normal procedure for international 

federations. The business being conducted at Congress is "our" business, and we have 
much to discuss without distractions. 

b) Phil Coles (IOC) (AUS), Secretary General, stated that all international federations 
connected with the IOC have a similar policy. 

c) Rick Margiotta (USA) asked for clarification on "invited guests" - were these people 
invited by NFs? Les McDonald responded on behalf of the Executive Board, stating that 
guests were invited by the Executive Board. 
THE RESOLUTION WAS CARRIED: 58 votes in favour, 2 opposed. 

 
9. 1 997 TRIATHLON WORLD CHAMPI ONSHIPS - PERTH: 

a) Michael Gilmore (USA), ITU Marketing Director, reported on site visits and discussions 
with the local organising committee (LOC). 

b) The final draft of the contract is ready for signing by all parties 
c) All conditions for the event were rated as "excellent". 

 
10. PRESIDENT'S REPORT: ITU President, Les McDonald presented his report to Congress. 

See Appendix A for a copy of this report. 
THE REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT WAS ACCEPTED AS READ 

 
11. VICE PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Dr. Sarah Springman reported on the work of the Vice 

President.   She also read letters of greeting from IOC President Samaranch and IOC 
Member in Sweden, Gunilla Lindberg.  See Appendix B & C for copies of these letters. 
THE REPORT OF THE VICE-PRESIDENT WAS ACCEPTED AS READ 

 
12. PACIFIC SPORT ENTERTAINMENT REPORT: Graham Lovett (AUS), PSE, reported as 

follows; 
• PSE supports Triathlon as a sport within the Olympic movement 
• The World Cup must be the showcase of ITU 
• There should be no more than 14 World Cup events 
• PSE will work to increase television, which will mean an increase in sponsorship 
• The focus will be to develop the commercial potential of the World Cup. 





 

Antonio Alvarez (MEX) 44 - elected 
Jingles Ferreira (RSA) 16 - not elected 

• Following the election, Les McDonald stated that the Executive Board will propose to 
Congress 1997 in Perth, a constitutional change which would increase the number of 
V ice President's positions to 3 from 1.  The reason for this change is to give more 
positions of authority to the various regions of ITU, particularly to those regions where 
it was important to have a strong ITU presence. 

• The President announced that following Congress the Executive would appoint Joao 
Calazans (BRA) and Didier Lehenaff (FRA) as "pro tern" Vice Presidents of ITU up to 
the 1997 Congress when an election would take place, if the Congress approved. This 
announcement was greeted with enthusiastic applause. 

 
19. RESOLUTIONS FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD (continued): 

 

 
 

.  Resolution 2: Moved by the Executive Board, seconded by Bill Walker (AUS): Be it 
resolved that the 7 Regional Representatives of ITU be included in the Executive Board: 

 1. Africa 4. North America 
 2.  Asia 5. Oceania 

3. Central America and the Caribbean 6. South America 
4. Europe 

THE RESOLUTION WAS CARRIED. 
 

Resolution 3: Moved by the Executive Board, seconded by Jorge Mejia(COL):Be it 
resolved that the Congress of ITU reiterate its opposition to self-declared "world" events. 
• Steve Locke (USA) proposed an amendment to refer the resolution to later on the 

agenda when Congress would be considering Resolution 31,32,33 
• There was no seconder for the motion. The vote was called on the original resolution. 
THE RESOLUTION WAS CARRIED.

Resolution 4: (Executive Board): Be it resolved that marijuana (cannabis) be included in 
the list of banned substances, in keeping with IOC recommendations, with a 3-month 
suspension for the 1st offence. 
• ITU President Les McDonald withdrew this resolution on behalf of the Executive Board. 
• Although the resolution was withdrawn, Cheryl Battaerd (AUS) spoke at length against 

the motion, emphasising that it was up to each IF to ban athletes for misuse of this 
substance, and that it was not currently on the IOC banned list. She also stated that it 
does not enhance performance, and studies have proven it to hinder performance. 

• Dr. Doug Hiller (USA) spoke on behalf of the ITU Medical Committee, stating that the 
Medical Committee concurred with the decision to withdraw the resolution, pending 
further instructions from the IOC Medical Commission. 

RESOLUTION WITHDRAWN. 
 

Resolution 5: Moved by the Executive Board, seconded by Jacques LaParade {FRA): 
Be it resolved that the World Indoor Triathlon be organised in Bordeaux, France in 
1997.Michael Gilmore, Marketing Director ITU, outlined the plans for Bordeaux, stating that 
it was possible to expand a series to Germany and other countries. 
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• Les McDonald stated that since we have Olympic Programme Status for the “Triathlon", it is 
now appropriate to expand our “world" property into areas such as the indoor events. 

• Phil Yarde (GBR) inquired if we would hold "annual" Indoor World Championships, to which 
Les McDonald responded “probably”, if they are successful. 

• Jingles Ferreira (RSA) inquired about qualification criteria, to which Les McDonald and 
Michael Gilmore responded that it would be a task for the new Executive Board in 
conjunction with the new Technical Committee to identify a preliminary plan for the first year, 
which could possibly be based on the World Ranking, for example. 

• Phil Yarde, GBR proposed an amendment to the resolution, “that the World Indoor 
Championships be held every second year." 

• The amended failed to get a seconder. The vote was called on the original resolution. 
THE RESOLUTION WAS CARRIED. 

 
Resolution 6: Moved by the Executive Board, seconded by Bill Walker (AUS): Be it 
resolved that ITU withdraw from the World Games Association and World Games 1997. 
• Dr. Sarah Springman, ITU Vice President spoke on the resolution indicating that the World 

Games were for those sports not on the Olympic Programme, or not recognised by the IOC. 
• Since we are on the Olympic Programme, it is no longer appropriate for us to participate in 

these Games. 
THE RESOLUTION WAS CARRIED. 

 
Resolution 7: Moved by the Executive Board, seconded by Freddie Carvalho (BRA): 
Be it resolved that a Race Directors Commission be created of 7 members appointed by the 
Executive Board. 
• Mark Sisson stated that such a Commission is necessary because of the need for 

organising committees to stay abreast with the growth of the World Cup. 
• He also stated that this Commission would be of great benefit to both ITU and the work of 

Mike Gilmore. 
• Rick Margiotta stated that while he supported the resolution, he recommended that it be a 

one year experiment. 
• Les-McDonald responded that all Commissions are short-term, usually one year, and are 

disbanded when their work is finished. 
• Mark Sisson stated that this must be an appointed working body, with regional 

representation. The Commission's primary objective would be to enhance the World Cup 
Series, and all members of the Commission should be ITU friendly. 

THE RESOLUTION WAS CARRIED. 
 
 

----Congress Adjourned for Lunch at 12:00 noon---- 
 

 
INTERNATIONAL 
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THE 1996 ITU CONGRESS RE-CONVENED AT 1:10 PM 
 

20. ELECTION FOR THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE : The results of the election for Technical 
Committee were (7 to be elected) : 

1. Loreen Barnett (CAN) 
2. Soren Kjaer ( DEN) 
3. Michel Gignoux (FRA) 
4. Masao Nakayama (JPN) 
5. Roberto Landwehr (BRA) 
6. Jaime Cadaval (MEX) 
7. Fred Over (GER) 

Paul Binnie (AUS) 
Paulo Vaglio (ITA) 
Guiselle Goyenega (CRC) 
Ed Morris (USA) 
Lyn Brooks (USA) 
Bertus Le Roux (RSA) 
Emil Stoinev (BUL) 

47 - elected 
44 - elected 
43 - elected 
41 - elected 
29 - elected 
23 - elected 
23 - elected 
21 - not elected 
18 - not elected 
17 - not elected 
15 - not elected 
12 - not elected 
8 - not elected 
5 - not elected

 

21. ITU RESOLUTIONS FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD (continued): As the elections 
continued, Congress considered the following resolutions from the Executive Board 

 
Resol uti on 8: Moved by the Executive Board, seconded Bill Walker (AUS): Be it resolved 
that this Congress is opposed to promoters, race organisers and those with a conflict of 
interest, having any elected position in ITU, in keeping with its "conflict of interest guidelines". 

 THE RESOLUTION WAS CARRIED. 

Resolution 9: Moved by the Executive Board, seconded by Jingles Ferriera (RSA): Be 
it resolved that the incoming Executive be empowered to negotiate an agreement with Mr. 
Urs Linsi, Switzerland, and his Duathlon event in Zofingen, with the intention of creating a 
Duathlon Long Distance World Championships. 
• Didier Lehenaff (FRA) explained the on-going discussions between ITU and Urs Linsi. 
THE RESOLUTION WAS CARRIED. 

 
Resolution 10: Moved by the  Executive  Board, seconded by Bill Walker (AUS):   Be it 
resolved that the ITU President and Executive Board continue negotiations with the IOC 
Sports Director, Mr. Gilbert Felli, with the objective of finalising the criteria for athletes 
qualification for the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. 
• Les McDonald explained that the qualification criteria is based on the IOC policy on 

qualification for the Olympic Games. The World Ranking should be a major factor in the 
criteria, with regional competitions and wild cards the other factors. There is a maximum 
of 3 athletes per country who may participate in the Games, according to the IOC Charter. 
Les McDonald confirmed that the Executive Board, Regional Representatives, and 
Technical Committee will meet with Gilbert Felli, IOC Sports Director, and Pere Miro, IOC 
Technical Director, before 1997, to find a common agreement 

THE RESOLUTION WA S CARRIED. 



 

Resolution 11: Moved by the Executive Board, seconded by Erika Koenig (AUT): Be it 
resolved that the incoming Executive Board conduct negotiations for the 1999 and 2000 
Triathlon World Championships with the bid NFs, i.e., Germany, Denmark and Brasil. 

• GERMANY: Dr. Martin Engelhardt stated that Hanover would bid for the World 
Championships in 1999. The bid had the strong support of Thomas Bach, IOC. and the 
2000 World Expo. 

• DENMARK: Soren Kjaer reported that Denmark would like to bid for the 1999 World 
Championships. There was very strong community support. 

• BRASIL: Freddie Carvalho presented a bid on behalf of llheus-Bahia. The event is 
already well known based on the successful World Cup events which have been hosted 
there. 

• ITU MARKETING DIRECTOR: Michael Gilmore outlined the procedure for acquiring an 
ITU World Championships event: NF submits their bid documents, which is followed up 
with a site inspection, then the Executive Board considers all the bids and makes a 
recommendation to Congress.  This process will also be done in consultation with PSE. 

THE RESOLUTION WAS CARRIED. 
 

22. RESOLUTIONS FROM NATIONAL FEDERATIONS 
 

Resolution 17:  Moved Australia, seconded Great Britain: Be it resolved that the Junior B  
category (16 - 17 years) be contested at the sprint distance of 750 m x 20 km x 5 km at future  
World Championships. 
AUSTRALIA:  Bill Walker spoke in support of the motion. 
COACHING AND YOUTH COMMISSION: Michael Thoren (SWE) Stated that the Coaching and  
Youth Commission were against the motion. The Commission would like to have an opportunity  
to review the concept. 

 TECHNICAL COMMITTEE: Loreen Barnett (CAN) stated that regardless of the distance, it 
was absolutely essential that the junior competition be conducted separately from the age group 
event. 
GERMANY: Dr. Martin Engelhardt spoke in support of the motion. 
COACHING AND YOUTH COMMISSION: Barrie Shepley (CAN) spoke against the motion. 
EXECUTIVE BOARD: Phil Briars (NZL) spoke in support of the motion.  He stated that the 
motion was really "housekeeping" because everyone assumed that the Junior Bs would be 
racing the sprint distance. 
CANADA: Bill Hallett (CAN) spoke against the motion, asking instead that the motion be 
referred to the Coaching and Youth Commission and Medical Committee for proper guidance.  
WOMEN'S COMMITTEE: Dr. Suzanne Baur (GER) spoke in favour of the motion, expressing 
the need to pass the motion so we could get the information out to athletes for the 1997 event  
ACTION: The resolution was referred to the Coaching and Youth Commission and the Medical 
Committee with a 3 month deadline (November 23, 1996) to get back to the Executive Board 
with a firm proposal. 
 
Resolution 18: Moved Germany, seconded France:  Be it resolved that a limitation of the gear 
ratio on bicycles, to 7.5m, be imposed for male and female junior B competitors. 
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