
 
Asiago: Golden day at the relays for team Russia 

 

 
The fantastic sunshine of Friday was replaced by thick mist and damp air for the Saturday 
programme.  

The murky conditions did not dampen the spirits of the athletes, spectators, officials and 
volunteers. In fact, if anything, the mood became even more electric with the anticipation of 
fast, furious racing for the Mixed Team Relays and the huge Age-Group and Para race later 
in the morning. 

We will be bringing you a detailed report about the Age-Group race later this week once all 
the results have been double and triple checked but for the moment, the story is about the 
Mixed Team Relays. 

The relay format has changed for 2022. In the past, the teams would always see a woman 
start the race and a man cross the finish line. Now, it is the turn of the female athlete to take 
the glory photo at the end of the race and so, with a super-sprint format, the men would start 
the race, complete the first leg of: run 1 km (1 lap), bike 2 km (1 laps), ski 2 km (1 lap), before 
handing over to the female athlete. Each would race two legs, making total racing distance of 
10km each. 

 

 



 
  

 

It's all about the medals. 

It’s all about getting the title 

It’s all about giving 100% for your 
team. 

It’s intense, exciting and very, 
very fast. 

 

 

Today the pace was hot right from the start. 

 

It was Romania’s Viorel Palici who exploded from the start line like a canon and led the men 
up the first climb. Nobody could stay with him for the first 100m. As the athletes disappeared 
from sight up the hill and into the mist, there was expectation that home favourite, Franco 
Pesavento, traditionally the faster of the athletes on the run would catch him. 

Coming towards the end of the first lap, it was still Palici in the lead, with Pesavento just two 
seconds behind and the only athlete close to the powerful Romanian. Russia’s Pavel Andreev 
showed no signs of concern as he followed into Transition a few seconds down. He knew that 
with the bike and ski segment to come, he would be able to tip the balance in his favour. 



 
With the handover to Daria Rogozina and with Pavel Yakimov powering through to chase 
Andreev into transition, it was Rogozina and Svetlana Sokolova who now led the race. 

With the Mixed Team Relays, if a country has 
more than one team in the race, only the first 
team will count. Russia and Italy both had two 
teams and so Rogozina and Sokolova both knew 
that medals were at stake here. 

Behind them, Slovakia’s Mario Kosut had a 
mighty first leg to hand over to Zuzana 
Michaličková and the battle between her and 
Sandra Mairhofer was intense. 

Amongst the Junior Teams, Italy’s Lukas 
Lanzinger (wearing 12/a) stormed ahead of the 
Russian, Semen Zakutin.   

The newly-crowned European Champion looked 
supreme as he handed over to Lena Göller but 
she was up against the supreme power of Kseniia Skvortsova and by the end of her first leg, 
the lead was in the hands of the Russian juniors. 

With Russia now 
leading both the Elite 
& U12 and the Junior 
race, the focus 
began to shift onto 
who would claim 
silver and bronze. 

The battle between 
the Russian women, 
Rogozina and 
Sokolova was 
decided on the skis 
and as Rogozina 
handed over to 
Andreev, Yakimov 
must have realised 
that he could not 
catch the 8-times 

World and European Champion. 

Andreev delivered  a masterclass and pulled further away so that his handover to Rogozina 
gave her a clear run for the finish tape and for the European title. 

Gold went to the World Champions. Sokolova came across the line some way behind but the 
silver medal went to a jubilant Michaličková. Working well with Kosut, she went into the final 
leg with Mairhofer as a major threat but off the run, she opted to ride the bike in her running 



 
shoes, saved valuable seconds in transition and by the time they set off on the skis, the silver 
medal was decided. 

Mairhofer crossed the line for bronze, ensuring that the Italian team got a place on the podium. 

In the Junior race, Lanzinger did his best to claw back time but Skvortsova was simply too 
strong and it was a very happy national coach, Andrey Gudalov, who saw his teams claim 
gold in both categories. 

 

As we heard on Friday, 
Skvortsova is the youngest 
of all the junior athletes.  

 

She turns 16 later this year 
and if we take this 
performance as any 
indication of her potential, 
we can expect to see her 
again and again on the 
podium as she passes 
through the ranks of Junior, 
U23 and on to Elite. 

 

 



 
Once again, the races were watched  by Europe Triathlon’s President, Renato Bertrandi, 
FiTri’s President Riccardo Giubilei. Both expressed their support for this great winter 
multisport and especially the visually thrilling Mixed Team Relays. 

 Asiago – tough, testing, impressive, beautiful.  
 Asiago – Winter Triathlon. 
 Asiago – a very big thank you from us all. 

 

Today’s race can be seen by clicking the following link: 

https://fb.watch/bh4yMUDHOg  

All results can be found on the event webpage: 

https://triathlon.org/results/result/2022_world_triathlon_winter_cup_asiago 

And as soon as the media team have edited their many images, you will be able to find a 
wonderful selection of photos on the Asiago Winter Triathlon page:  

https://www.facebook.com/asiagowintertriathlon  

 

Follow us: 

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/triathlon7c 

Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/triathlon7c 


